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On behalf of the Vernon K. Krieble Foundation, Public 

Opinion Strategies is pleased to present the key 

findings from the following surveys:

V A national Internet survey of 600 likely voters, 

conducted November 2-6, 2006. Margin of error +4.0%;

V A national telephone survey of 800 actual voters, 

conducted November 7, 2006. Margin of error +3.5%; 

and,

V A national telephone survey of 1600 actual voters, 

conducted November 7, 2006. Margin of error +2.5%.

Please note: Additional data sources are referenced throughout 

this presentation, including exit polls and NBC/WSJ national data.
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Not since the Republicans took control of the House 

in 1994 has the electorate been in such a sour mood 

about the direction of the country on election night.

Now, generally speaking, would you say that things in the COUNTRY are going in the right direction, or have they pretty seriously 

gotten off on the wrong track?

27%

53%

42%

33%

58%

36%

51%

63%

1994 1998 2002 2006

Right Direction Wrong Track

-31% +17% -9% -30%

Mood of the Country Trend
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42%

55%

Strongly Approve Total Approve

Strongly Disapprove Total Disapprove

86%

12%12%

86%

Approve Disapprove

Republican Democrat

And, do you approve or disapprove of the job George W. 

Bush is doing as President?

This election was nationalized around attitudes about 

President Bush. Voters cast their Congressional ballot 

according to their approval or disapproval of the President. 

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in 

your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

26% 

Strongly 

46% 

Strongly 

Bush Approval Congressional Ballot 

By Bush Approval

-13% +74% -74%
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Thinking some more about your vote for U.S. Congress, would you say your vote for U.S. Congress in this yearôs election was a

vote to sendéa message SUPPORTING President Bush and his policies and programs, a message OPPOSING President Bush and 

his policies and programs  ...or... not a message either way about President Bush or his policies and programs?

A majority of voters say their vote was a message to 

support or express opposition to President Bush.  This is 

the highest percentage of the vote wrapped around a 

President we have seen in a mid-term election.

Mid-Term Elections: Sending A Message

19% 17%
20%

29%

19%
15%

21%
17% 16%

36%

Bush

Oct 1990

Clinton

Nov 1994

Clinton

Nov 1998

Bush

Nov 2002

Bush

Nov 2006

Supporting President Opposing President
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Voters registered their discontent at the polls, voting for 

change and a Democratic House of Representatives.  While 

Republicans and Democrats voted along party lines, the 

scales were tipped by Independents.

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

National Exit Poll: Congressional Ballot Overall and By Party

-9% +83% -18% -87%

45%

91%

39%

6%

54%

8%

57%

93%

Total Republicans

(36%)

Independents

(26%)

Democrats

(38%)

Republican Democrat
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48% 46%

39%
45%

49%

57%

2002 2004 2006

Republican Democrat

In the last mid-term election, Independents leaned towards 

the Republicans in their Congressional vote.  This year the 

majority opted for the Democrats.

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

+3% -3% -18%

National Exit Polls: Congressional Ballot Trend Among Independents 
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45% 43%
38%

53%
56%

61%

2002 2004 2006

Republican Democrat

In 2002, moderates slightly favored the Democrats.  This 

year, their vote was decisively Democratic.

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

-8% -13% -23%

National Exit Polls: Congressional Ballot Trend Among Moderates 
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58% 57%
51%

39% 42%
47%

2002 2004 2006

Republican Democrat

White voters barely chose the Republican candidate ïa 

significant drop in support since 2002.

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

+18% +15% +4%

National Exit Polls: Congressional Ballot Trend Among Whites
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Support for the Republicans dropped among both White 

men and White women.

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

+24% +22% +8% +15% +9% 0%

National Exit Polls: Congressional Ballot Trend 

Among White Men and White Women

Among White Men Among White Women 

60% 60%
53% 56% 54%

49%

36% 38%
45%

41%
45%

49%

2002 2004 2006 2002 2004 2006

Republican Democrat
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36%
44%

29%

60%
55%

69%

2002 2004 2006

Republican Democrat

Hispanics voted Democrat by a margin of more than 

two-to-one.

And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate?

-24% -11% -40%

National Exit Polls: Congressional Ballot Trend Among Hispanics
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More than six-in-ten voters made up their mind up about how they 

would vote in September or earlier, leaving less decision making at 

the end.  Late decision-makers broke towards the Democrats.

And, when would you say you made your FINAL decision on which candidate you were going to vote for in the 

election for U. S. CONGRESS?

Ballot Among Late Deciders: 

39% Republican

57% Democrat

2002 2006

Ballot Among Late Deciders: 

51% Republican

49% Democrat

45%

62%

27%
22%

26%

15%

September or Before In October Last Few Days
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Iraq and the economy were the most important issues 

in deciding how to vote this year.  Illegal immigration 

and terrorism were the next most important issues.

And, which ONE of the following issue areas was MOST important to you in deciding how to vote for a candidate for U.S. 

Congress? Was it....

Combined Choice Most Important Issue

34%

29%

19%

18%

16%

15%

15%

13%

6%

6%

Iraq

Economy & Jobs

Illegal Immigration

Terrorism

Education

Taxes

Health Care

Social Security/Medicare

Environment

Gas Prices
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Democrat Advantage Republican Advantage

Congressional Ballot By Respondentôs Top TWO Most Important Vote Issues

(GOP 35% - DEM 64%)
6% GAS PRICES

16% EDUCATION

(GOP 32% - DEM 66%)

15% HEALTH CARE

(GOP 29% - DEM 69%)

(GOP 63% - DEM 34%)

15% TAXES

18% TERRORISM

(GOP 76% - DEM 23%)

13% SOCIAL SECURITY/MEDICARE

(GOP 29% - DEM 67%)

29% ECONOMY AND JOBS
(GOP 44% - DEM 55%)

34% IRAQ

(GOP 28% - DEM 70%)

6% ENVIRONMENT
(GOP 16% - DEM 83%)

19% ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

(GOP 61% - DEM 36%)

Voters most concerned about illegal immigration, terrorism and 

taxes voted Republican, while Democrats picked up voters who 

said Iraq and the economy were most important to them.

53%

29%

25%

-11%

-29%

-34%

-38%

-40%

-42%

-67%
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41% 39% 39%

27%

49% 50% 52%

61%

January 2005* December 2005* June 2006* October 2006*

More Confident Less Confident

In a survey conducted in late October, six -in-ten voters felt 

less confident of a successful conclusion in Iraq.

And do you feel more confident or less confident that the war in Iraq will come to a successful conclusion?

* Data from NBC/WSJ polls among registered voters

-8% -11% -13% -34%

Confidence in Successful Conclusion to War in Iraq Trend
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How do you feel about U.S. war in Iraq?

51%

42%
45%

56%

Approve Disapprove

Approval for the war in Iraq has significantly eroded.

National Exit Polls: Approve of War in Iraq 

+6% -14%
2004 2006
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And, for whom did you vote in the election for U.S. Congress in your districté the Republican candidate...or... the Democratic 

candidate

80%

15%

81%

18%19%

82%

18%

80%

Approve Iraq Disapprove Iraq Approve Iraq Disapprove Iraq

Republican Democrat

As we saw in 2004, attitudes towards Iraq had a huge 

impact on votersô choice on Congressional candidate.
National Exit Polls: Congressional Ballot Trend by Approve 

of War in Iraq 

+61% -67% +63% -62%
2004 2006
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A majority of voters say they saw, read or heard the 

candidates for U.S. Congress in their district talking 

about the issue of illegal immigration.

Which of the candidates in your district have you seen, read or heard talking about the issue of Illegal Immigrationé The 

Republican candidate or the Democratic candidate?

Republican

Candidate

29%Democratic

Candidate

14%

Both

26%

Don't Know

29%

Refused

2%

Seen/Read/Heard About The Issue Of Illegal Immigration Overall
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A majority of voters who heard from a Democratic 

candidate and a plurality who heard from a Republican 

candidate about the issue of illegal immigration said it 

made no difference to their vote.

And did what the Republican/Democratic candidate for Congress say about the issue of Illegal Immigration make you more likely

to vote for the Republican/Democratic candidate, less likely to vote for the Republican/Democratic candidate, or did it make no 

difference to your vote one way or another?

35%
29%

20%

11%

44%

58%

Republican Candidate Democratic Candidate

More Likely Less Likely No Difference

+15% +18%

Effect Of Immigration On Vote
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Looking closely at the sub-groups who say they would be more 

likely to vote for a Republican or Democratic candidate it is clear 

illegal immigration is not a ñcross-overò issue.  Voters inherently 

side with their partyôs candidate:

And did what the Republican/Democratic candidate for Congress say about the issue of Illegal Immigration make you more likely

to vote for the Republican/Democratic candidate, less likely to vote for the Republican/Democratic candidate, or did it make no 

difference to your vote one way or another?

Voters who were more likely to 

vote for the Republican:

Voters who were more likely to 

vote for the Democrat:

VWhite men

VWhite voters in the West

VSeniors (age 65+)

VMale workers paid hourly

VRepublicans (especially strong 

partisans)

VConservatives

VBush 2004 voters

VReligious conservatives

VVoters w/some coll education

VWomen age 65+

VVoters in the Northeast

VWhite voters in the Midwest

VDemocrats (especially strong 

partisans)

VLiberals

VKerry 2004 voters

VHouseholds w/less than $20K 

income

VVoters w/high school or less 

education
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In the last few days before the election, Public Opinion 

Strategies conducted a national Internet survey of 600 

likely voters.

Voters viewed television commercials being run on the 

issue of illegal immigration by Congressional and 

Gubernatorial candidates around the country.

A total of six commercials were tested. They were selected 

to provide a range of candidate positions with respect to 

the issue of illegal immigration so we could measure voter 

reaction to each.


